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We live in a time when, once 
again, truth has come under 
heavy assault. Some may even 

say it is already a casualty in the cosmic 
battle for human souls. Whether we are 
talking about distortion and manipulation 
of the truth or the outright questioning of 
its very existence, we can with confidence 
commiserate with the Prophet Isaiah from 
an earlier time:

Justice is turned back,
    and righteousness stands far away;
for truth has stumbled in the public squares,
    and uprightness cannot enter.
  Isaiah 59:14 (ESV)

In fact, at that fateful moment in the Gar-
den of Eden, when the Serpent questioned 
the veracity of God’s word, truth came 
under assault. Believing Satan’s lie resulted 
in devastating consequences.   

THE DYNAMIC DUO
But that is not the end of the story, for 
in that crushing defeat, love came to the 
rescue. It was God’s love that gave birth to 

the human race, created in His image. It 
was God’s love that promised a remedy for 
budding humanity, now under the Curse.  
From the beginning, truth and love have 
been a powerful duo. 

The synergetic effect of truth and love was 
very much on the mind of the Apostle Paul 
when he penned: “And this I pray, that 
your love may abound still more and more 
in real knowledge and all discernment, so 
you may approve the things that are excel-
lent.” (Phil. 1:9-10)

When Paul prayed that the Philippians’ 
love would abound still more, he was not 
speaking of a blind, touchy-feely love, but 
of love that is grounded in truth, both doc-
trinal and practical, as noted by renowned 
Bible commentator, Matthew Henry: 

We must love God because of his infinite 
excellence and loveliness, and love our 
brethren because of what we see of the 
image of God upon them. Strong pas-
sions, without knowledge and a settled 
judgment, will not make us complete in 
the will of God, and sometimes do more 
hurt than good.

In those few sentences, Henry captured 
the essence of the Gospel message. Let 
me unpack it this way:  If we are true 
disciples of Christ, our love for God will 
ever increase, thus fulfilling the 1st Great 
Commandment—to love God with all our 
heart, soul, and mind (Matt. 22:37). If we 
truly love God, we will love others even 
to the degree that we love ourselves, the 
2nd Great Commandment (Matt. 22:39; 
I John 4:20-21). Most Christians get that 
(though, we often do not act on it).

Matthew Henry paints an all too familiar 
picture of Christians who do battle in 
defense of truth without either hav-

ing a solid grounding in the Word or an 
adequate understanding of the issues (or 
both). In so doing, the position of truth is 
not strengthened but is actually hindered 
in accomplishing its holy work of pointing 
people to the Author of truth.  
 
Beyond the matter of being able to cred-
ibly and cogently argue for truth, the 
motive for defending a position or a cause 
(even if it is grounded on truth) is vitally 
important. If the motive is not based in 
love, it will most likely not be received. 
Paul repeatedly pounds this crucial point 
in the introduction to his exquisite exposi-
tion on love in I Corinthians 13: 

If I speak with the tongues of men and of 
angels… If I know all mysteries and all 
knowledge…, if I give all my possessions 
to feed the poor… but do not have love, 
I am nothing… it profits me nothing.

Truth and love must go hand in hand 
to maximize their effectiveness in the 
Kingdom of God. Without love, truth can 
be cold, harsh, and unforgiving. With-
out truth, love can be sappy, weak, and 
indulgent. Either scenario leads away from 
the fullness of the knowledge of God. In 
Christ Jesus we see truth and love in per-
fect harmony ( John 14:6; I John 4:16).  

For nearly two millennia, it has been the 
mission of the church to represent au-
thentic truth to the world in love. It is the 
responsibility of the church to teach Chris-
tians how to successfully wed these two to 
fulfill Christ’s command in Matthew 28:19 
to go into all the world and disciple the 
nations (love), teaching them to observe 
all that He has commanded (truth). 

THE EDUCATION CONNECTION
This begs the question: Was Jesus only 
referring to sacred or church issues when 

TRUTH and LOVE

BY DR. MIKE MYERS
Headmaster and Founder
Dayspring Christian Academy

He spoke of discipling the nations? To be 
sure, a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ 
is of paramount importance and stands as 
the gateway to eternal life. However, we do 
live in a physical, temporal world, which is 
governed by the same principles of truth 
that God spoke into existence at creation.  
Many Christians see a sacred-secular di-
chotomy existing where the issue of truth 
is concerned. It is now common practice 
to segregate spiritual truth from earthly 
learning. With this split into two realities, 
confusion (at best) reigns.

The Bible sees no such separation into 
sacred and secular spheres. God’s truth 
applies to all of life and is relevant to every 
subject, every activity, and every endeavor 
of humankind. Yet, the common view in 
the 21st century American church is that 
school and college is mostly aimed at pre-
paring individuals for life in the temporal 
world (hoping for success, security, and 
comfort into old age). Spiritual truth is rel-
egated to sermons, Sunday School, youth 
group, and seminary. I submit that what is 
taught in our classrooms should contain 

the whole truth, not just a slice of it. 
Dayspring Christian Academy has a dis-
tinctive mission to do just that. Through 
the Principle Approach®, students are 
taught to reason justly from biblical 
principles (truth) and apply them in every 
area of life. The breech between sacred and 
secular is closed as students come to view 
life from God’s perspective rather than the 
postmodern humanism that has engulfed 
the world today.  

In a practical way, the application of truth 
to the real world offers a tremendous 
opportunity to fulfill Christ’s command 
to “love your neighbor as yourself.” For 
in speaking the truth in love, Christians 
not only succeed in exposing fallacy and 
manipulation, but they also win the hearts 
of those within their spheres of influence. 
In this paradigm, we see the dynamic duo 
of truth and love working together to fulfill 
God’s mission on earth and in eternity.

The DYNAMIC DUO

Truth and love must go 
hand in hand to maximize 
their effectiveness in the 
Kingdom of God.
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earth (Gen. 2.10-14), and the “pure river 
of water of life, clear as crystal, proceed-
ing out of the throne of God and of the 
Lamb,” where grows that tree of life that 
we have remembered through these ages of 
mankind, and where God’s “name shall be 
in [our] foreheads,” to indicate that he is in 
our minds, in our memory (Rev. 22.1-4). 
These waters represent that ancient hover-
ing Holy Spirit (Gen. 1.2), Whom we yet 
remember, that Spirit of Truth, Who now 
testifies of the history of the Christ and 
Who empowers our minds to remember 
and bear witness ( John 15.26-27).

When Pilate asked Jesus, “What is Truth,” 
he had no idea that God would use him to 
ask us today not to forget . . . to remember!

1Hesiod. Theogony. The Homeric Hymns and Homerica 
with an English Translation. Hugh G. Evelyn-
White. Cambridge, MA: Harvard UP, 1914. 
Perseus Digital Library. 2014. Web. 17 July 2014. 
<http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc
=Perseus:text:1999.01.0129:card=207>.

1Liddell, H. G. and R. Scott. Greek-English Lexicon 
with a Revised Supplement. Reviser Sir Henry 
Stuart Jones. Oxford UP, 1996.

 

1Ovid. Metamorphoses. Ed. Hugo Magnus. 
Gotha, Germany: Friedr. Andr. Perthes, 1892. 
Perseus Digital Library. 2014. Web. 23 July 2014. 
<http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?do
c=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.02.0029%3Abook%
3D11%3Acard%3D592>.

1Plato. Republic. Platonis Opera. Ed. John Burnet. Ox-
ford UP, 1903. Perseus Digital Library. 2014. Web. 
16 July 2014. <http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/
hopper/text?doc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01.
0167%3Abook%3D10%3Asection%3D621a>.

2Donnegan, James, M.D. A New Greek and English 
Lexicon. Philadelphia: Butler and Williams, 1844.

You trek through a desolate plain, 
parched and blistering hot. You drag 
yourself finally to a river where you 
drink freely. As you drink, your mind 
wanders . . . Away from you. You are 
forgetting all you ever knew. You are 
a perished soul drinking from the 
river Lethe.1

Lethe in Greek literally means obliv-
ion or forgetfulness. In the Bible 
when Pilate asked the question 

“What is truth?” to Jesus, his Greek truth 
word was actually aletheia. The principle 
of aletheia is that which is not forgotten. 

Pilate reflected a growing Greek tradition 
that spun the wheels of logic, but arrived 
at no conclusion. Yet his answer was in his 
question. In pronouncing aletheia, he  
 

declared the ancient Greek idea that truth 
is based in non-oblivion, in not forgetting 
the things of the past.

TRUTH TODAY
We spin the wheels as postmodernists for 
each of whom all that is “truth” is how he 
feels and what he wants now. Modern news 
is “now” to the second, with little reference 
to the past. Daily polls update us on the 
“now” of public opinion. Most important, 
though, are one’s own feelings, a mutable 
landscape of continually changing “truth.” 
Such a person who lives to himself is oblivi-
ous in the most thoroughly modern, and in 
the most profound classical, tradition.

OBLIVION ACCOMMODATES
REVISIONISM
Sister of lēthē is the verb lēthō, “to be 
unknown or hid; to forget, conceal, 
refrain from uttering, omit”.2 On the stage 

of oblivion, people of any agenda freely 
rewrite the past, and it is in a revisionist 
culture that we find ourselves awash (the 
founding truths of our faith and of our 
nation regularly denied or ignored), awash 
in Lethe waters.

But on the shore a voice cries, “Remember 
the former things of old: for I am God, and 
there is none else; I am God, and there is 
none like me, declaring the end from the 
beginning, and from ancient times the things 
that are not yet done, saying, My counsel 
shall stand, and I will do all my pleasure....
My salvation shall not tarry” (Isa. 46.9-13). 

Let us re-embrace the truth founded in re-
membering the past, where we remember the 
works of God, where we meet the character 
of God, where we commune with the Holy 
One. Let us draw back from the living-death 
waters of the River Lethe. “By the rivers of 
Babylon, there we sat down and wept when 
we remembered Zion” (Ps. 137.1).

Those are the waters that roar and are 
troubled, while the mountains shake (Ps. 
46.3), but “There is a river, the streams 
whereof shall make glad the city of God” 
(Ps. 46.4). That city is built around us now 
as we “behold [remember] the works of 
the LORD” (Ps. 46.8). We remember the 
river He established to water Eden and the 

WHAT is TRUTH?
BY ERICH SCHWARTZ
Dayspring Christian Academy 
Upper School Teacher

Aletheia, then, is the Greek 
word for truth and means 
that which is not forgotten. 

When Pilate asked Jesus, “What is Truth,” 
he had no idea that God would use him to 
ask us today to not forget . . . to remember!

A FASCINATING STUDY OF THE WORD “TRUTH” 
AS PILATE POSED THE QUESTION TO JESUS
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A REBIRTH of

KEY to CIVIL LIBERTY LIBERTY and

LEARNING

CHRISTIAN 
SELF-GOVERNMENT:

BY LARRY ARNN
President of Hillsdale College

BY JOSEPH BROWN

There is a proper way to educate 
and there is a proper way to 
govern, and they are both known. 

Today we do these things in a different 
way, which presents a serious and perhaps 
fatal problem for our country. But repair 
is possible.

Take education. The word “education” 
comes from a Latin word meaning “to 
lead forth.” And if you think about it, 
“forth” is a value-laden term. Which way 
is forth? The Bible tells us to “raise up a 
child in the way he should go.” But which 
way should he go? How does one come to 
know the answer to that? After almost 14 
years as a college president I’m an expert 
on young people between 18 and 22, 
and I can tell you that if you ask a young 
person today which way is the right way 
to go, more often than not he or she will 
answer: “It depends on which way you 
want to go.” Young people today give 
that answer because they’ve been taught 
to give that answer. But it’s the wrong 
answer, and the activity of getting from 
there to the right answer—the activity of 
coming to know which way is the right 
way—is education. Thus “to lead forth.”

TWO WAYS TO EDUCATION
(Students in a school that presents a clas-
sical curriculum) read a lot of old books, 
including Plato’s Republic. In the Republic 
they read the story of Gyges’ ring—a ring 
that makes the wearer of it invisible. One 
of Socrates’ interlocutors in the Republic, 
a young man named Glaucon, raises the 
question: Why would a man in posses-
sion of such a ring not use it to do and 
obtain whatever he wishes? Why would 
he not use the ring’s powers, for instance, 

to become a tyrant? In response, Socrates 
turns the discussion to another question: 
What is the right way for a man to live? 
What is just by nature and what is unjust? 
These Socratic questions were once at the 
center or core of education.

But in American education as a whole, 
these questions have been abandoned. 
Let me give you two examples of how the 
new way of education differs from the 
old. One concerns the use of the word I 
just used—“core.” (Many schools) have 
a core curriculum. A true core, as I’ve 
described, has a unifying principle, such 
as the idea that there is a right way to 
live that one can come to know. Com-
pare that to the use of the same word in 
describing the latest bright idea of the 
education establishment—the so-called 
Common Core— which is an attempt 
by bureaucrats and politicians to impose 
national standards on American schools. 
When one looks into Common Core, 
it becomes clear that it has no unifying 
principle in the sense I have described. 
And it has destructive effects. But the 
point I want to make here is that its only 
stated object is career preparation.

Bereft of the kind of questions posed by 
Socrates in the Republic—or the kind of 
questions raised in the Bible, or in the 
plays of Shakespeare—modern education 
treats students chiefly as factors of produc-
tion, as people to be trained for productive 
jobs. And although we all wish productive 
jobs for our children, as parents we know 
that they are not chiefly job seekers or 
factors of production. After all, how many 
of us, if we were given the choice of our 
children earning a lot of money and being 

bad, or struggling economically and being 
good, would choose the former?

My second example of the turn taken by 
modern education goes to the heart of 
the problem. Here is a passage from the 
Teacher’s Guide for Advanced Placement 
English Literature and Composition, 
published in 1991 by the College Board—
the influential organization that, among 
other things, administers the SAT exam. 
It is written by an English professor from 
Agnes Scott College in Georgia.

. . . AP teachers are implementing the 
best of the new pedagogies that have 
influenced leading institutions of higher 
learning. Perhaps most importantly, as 
Arthur Applebee explains, “objectivity” 
and “factuality” have lost their preemi-
nence. Instruction has become “less a matter 
of transmittal of an objective and culturally 
sanctioned body of knowledge,” and more a 
matter of helping individuals learn to con-
struct their own realities. (emphasis added)

Could the difference be more stark 
between the older and newer ways of 
education? Between leading students 
toward an understanding of the right way 
to live in a comprehensible world, and 
telling them they must shape their own 
values and make their own reality in a 
world gone mad? And by the way, think 
of the definition of “reality”; then think 
of making one’s own reality. Do you see 
that it destroys the meaning of the word 
to use it that way?

Reprinted by permission from Imprimis, a publica-
tion of Hillsdale College.

In the face of a national government that is 
no longer adequate in directing us toward 
God’s will, it is crucial that we have our 
own self-government available to propel 
our conscience. 

Our country was founded on Christian 
principles and examples, though one 
looking at it today can scarcely find these 
same influences in our infrastructure. The 
words “One nation, under God” have been 
diluted from a vow to a hope, and today 
face the danger of being removed from our 
mantra completely. 
 
Verna Marie Hall, one of the two found-
ers of Principle Approach education and 
the Foundation for American Christian 
Education, uncovers the true Christian 
nature of our country’s foundation in 
her set of books The Christian History 
of the Constitution of the United States of 
America. In her volume titled Christian 
Self-Government, Verna emphasizes the 
urgency of maintaining a Christian world-
view and self-government in the face of a 

country that has gone astray. When our 
own external ruling government no longer 
recognizes the authority of God’s law, our 
local self-government becomes crucial in 
sustaining the liberties we were promised 
at our nation’s origin.  

According to Hall, self-government played 
an important role in our nation’s preamble. 
The passengers of the Mayflower, when 
they arrived at our unfounded and lawless 
country, signed the Mayflower Compact, 
an agreement to use their Christian self-
governing to discern and popularize what 
behavior is good, honorable, and glorify-
ing to God. In their words, the mission 
to colonize America was “undertaken for 
the Glory of God and advancement of the 
Christian Faith.”*

What our settlers understood is that man’s 
ultimate ruler is God; all earthly rulers 
will answer to him, if not during this life 

then after. The law that man establishes 
for man is incomplete. Our one complete 
law exists in God alone; it is through the 
inspiration that he instills in us that we 
find our hope and direction. Our Christ-
centered self-government is our compass 
to guide us through the decisions we make 
as individuals, and procure us to influence 
the decisions of our leaders and fellow 
countrymen. 

Today our self-government is as impor-
tant as ever. Unlike the colonists, we are 
not facing a law that has not yet been 
established but one that has been heard, 
dismissed, and forgotten. It is our hope 
that God’s presence and law invade the 
hearts of our leaders as it has invaded ours. 
Until that hope becomes a reality, God’s 
plan relies on our local—and individual—
self-government to bring our country back 
to what He intended it to be. 

Some of the information in this article was 
drawn from Verna M. Hall’s The Christian 
History of the Constitution of the United 
States of America: Christian Self-Govern-
ment. This book, and others in the series, can 
be found at the Foundation for American 
Christian Education bookstore at face.net.
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While the course does direct thinking, 
Stone believes we should teach the prin-
ciples of government upon which we were 
founded. “That’s not part of the course.” 
“The move toward thematic learning as 
opposed to these principles isn’t a product 
of the redesign—it’s only furthered by the 
most recent revision.”

WHAT ARE THE NEW STANDARDS 
FOR THE AP U.S. HISTORY EXAM?
There are seven overarching themes 
or thematic learning objectives for the 
course and exam. Most have been part 
of the course, however, the sections on 
environmentalism and culture are new, 
and the others have taken a slightly differ-
ent look. Here are the course themes and 
a look at objectives (Again, these can be 
found on the College Board’s website).

1.  Work, Exchange, Technology exam-
ines what work has looked like, our 
economic history, and how technol-
ogy has changed our nation.

2.  Identity asks the questions “How 
and why have debates over Ameri-
can national identity changed over 
time? How have gender, class, ethnic, 
religious, regional, and other group 
identities changed in different eras?” 

3.  Ideas, Beliefs, and Culture deals with 
roles, ideas, beliefs, morals, and cre-
ative expression and what roles have 
all these played in shaping the U.S.

4.  America in the World focuses stu-
dents on the global context in which 
the United States originated and 
developed as well as the influence of 
the United States on world affairs. Ac-
cording to guidelines, students should 
be able to investigate how American 
foreign policies and military actions 
have affected the rest of the world as 
well as social issues within the United 
States itself. 

5.  Environment and Geography is a new 
theme. It examines the role of envi-
ronment, geography, and climate in 
both constraining and shaping human 

actions. The end game there is how 
has the growth of America affected 
the natural environment of the US 
and/or the world? 

6.  Peopling analyzes migration, immigra-
tion, racial groups, ethnic groups and 
how each has impacted and been im-
pacted by the history of our country.

7.  Politics and Power looks at the poten-
tial of the state as an agent of change. 
Overarching questions include “How 
and why have different political and 
social groups competed for influence 
over society and government in what 
would become the United States?” 
It also analyzes how arguments over 
the meaning and interpretation of 
the Constitution have affected U.S. 
politics since 1787. 

 
HOW DO YOU INFLUENCE COURSE 
CONTENT TO ENSURE A MORE 
BALANCED PERSPECTIVE?
The progressive teaching is that the 
government should be the one to fix 
societal problems. At Dayspring, we look 
at it from the perspective that at different 
times when there have been changes 
in history, the agents of change often 
weren’t the government. In the abolition 
of the slave trade, for example, Christians 
and other organizations played a large 
role in raising support for this movement 
long before government legislation was 
enacted. The poor and needy were cared 
for by churches and localities. Reform 
movements for bettering prisons, hospi-
tals, treatment of mentally ill, etc. were 
undertaken by compassionate citizens 
before the government got involved. 
The agents of change in the American 
Revolution were the people not the state. 
It was the unknown soldier who fought 
the Revolution. Yes, government is often 
necessary to be the agent of change. But, 
unlike modern thinking, in which it is the 
first entity expected to act, history often 
tells a different story.  

We also address how our nation got to 
the point that we needed restoration. It 
was a lack of living according to biblical 

principles which derailed much of what 
the Founders established. People rejected 
Christian ethics, which created a lot of 
problems and the government became 
the agent of change. The sphere of the 
state grew, and the sphere of the home 
and the church shrank. 

In the redesign, there is less emphasis on 
historical facts, and more on students de-
veloping historical thinking and analysis 
skills.  Through this, the College Board 
hopes that teachers are afforded flexibility 
to focus on certain areas of their own 
choosing. In this way, the redesign will be 
very helpful for Christian school teachers 
of AP U.S. History.

WHAT’S THE BOTTOM LINE?
Students who take this course without the 
balance will get a version of history that 
will instill in them a lack of pride in their 
country. Rather than viewing America’s 
history as that of a great nation with its 
share of mistakes, the view will be an 
America where the mistakes of the past 
get the focus. The result of the former is a 
mindset of hope, pride, and determination 
to continue to improve where improve-
ment is needed. The mindset of the latter 
is that of pessimism and victimization.  

W ith the Common Core State 
Standards Initiative (best known 

as Common Core) now rolled out in 
most public schools across the nation 
and word that the SAT will be updated 
as well, it has been reported that the AP 
U.S. History course and exam have been 
changed so drastically, that course and 
test content must be held in strictest 
confidence. But is that true?

Dayspring Christian Academy’s lead 
history teacher and Upper School 
Principal Dan Stone, who teaches 
the school AP U.S. History course, 
explains that the test content is always 
confidential for obvious reasons, but 
the course outline and guidelines are 
available for anyone to see on the College 
Board website www.collegeboard.com. 

But what is taught in the course, and what 
is its influence? Stone answers questions 
about the direction of the course, while 
sharing the content he includes in the 
course to  ensure the Principle Approach 
bears influence for his students as well. 

WERE THERE SIGNIFICANT 
CHANGES MADE THIS YEAR TO THE 
AP U.S. HISTORY COURSE THAT 
WOULD BE CAUSE FOR CONCERN?
Ever since I have taught the course, I have 
felt that it was designed from a liberal 
perspective. The focus is not on American 
exceptionalism. As you look at history, 
the focus is on the different people 
groups and how they have affected or 
have been affected by events throughout 
our country’s history. This is not new to 
the redesign.

The thinking is that somehow if we 
recognize that America is exceptional, it 
is just going to be salt on the wound of 
those whose ancestors have been affected 
by the mistakes in our history. We don’t 
need to gloss over the bad things, but if 
we focus on them to the exclusion of the 
good things that America has brought, 
we end up conveying a negative message 
or demonstrating an apologetic attitude. 
We’ve all been made to feel guilty over 
things like imperialism, slavery, mistreat-
ment of the Native Americans, etc. I 

would prefer to take a holistic view—to 
take the good, the bad, and the ugly, not 
one to the exclusion of the other.

From this perspective, we can acknowl-
edge that America is exceptional, but 
exceptionalism should not cause us to be 
prideful. We should be thankful God al-
lowed us to live in this country. We made 
mistakes and can learn from them. We 
also need to recognize what America has 
brought to the world and identify Amer-
ica’s place in history. Students should be 
taught to recognize that we have a part in 
deciding what future generations will say 
about this time in history. 

The real focus for me is what makes 
America great. It is our founding—our 
moral and religious underpinnings. It’s 
not our military. It’s not our sports. It’s 
not our entertainment. It is still the best 
country to have the opportunity to make 
something of yourself. We are still free. 
We are still the country that people who 
are oppressed look to for a better life. 
 

NEW GUIDELINES in

AP HISTORY BY DAN STONE
Dayspring Christian Academy Lead 
History Teacher and Principal.

WHY IT IS IMPORTANT TO UNDERSTAND WHAT IS TAUGHT IN PUBLIC 

SCHOOLS AND HOW IT IS BOUND TO INFLUENCE OUR COUNTRY
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SEARCHING FOR 

TRUTH
and

FINDING 
LOVE

GOD USES A DEVASTATING INJURY TO PUT 

A SOUTH KOREAN GIRL ON A NEW PATH

It was a good life that SoYoung Kim led in South Korea. 
She would have been satisfied to continue her career as 
a professional athlete in her home country. Even as a 

ninth-grade student she was considered a taekwondo cham-
pion and thought that was the path her life would take.
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God had other plans. SoYoung arrived 
at Dayspring Christian Academy after a 
career-ending knee and back injury.  Un-
able to continue in her sport, her father 
asked if she would consider going to 
America for her education. She agreed, 
and God used that injury to make the 
exciting journey from South Korea to 
Dayspring—from darkness into light.

SoYoung graduated from Dayspring 
in the spring of 2014, and before she 
returned home, we asked her about her 
journey to Truth.

WHAT DID YOU KNOW ABOUT JESUS 
BEFORE COMING TO DAYSPRING?
Before I came to Dayspring, I was not a 
Christian. I was not raised in a Christian 
home. My parents are not Christians. I 
didn’t know God. I just blamed God for 
everything tragic that had happened to me. 
I had kind of put God away from my life, 
because I didn’t want to believe in him. 

I had heard of Jesus, but I did not know 
about him. I could say that (I heard) Jesus 
was the son of God, but that was it. 

BEFORE YOU CAME TO AMERICA 
AND DAYSPRING AND WERE 
SAVED, WHAT WAS YOUR 
PERCEPTION OF TRUTH?
My perception of truth was quite vague, 
because I had no such standard of what is 
true and what is not true.  I always tried 

to seek after the truth whatever I was do-
ing, because it was so hard to find it. I had 
no such standard or any source of truth. 

WHAT HAPPENED WHEN YOU 
CAME TO AMERICA AND GOT 
TO DAYSPRING?
I came to America, and I was surrounded 
by all the Christian people, all the Chris-
tian teachers, families, friends. It was so 
shocking to see people worshiping and 
singing and thanking God for the food 
at the table for dinner and even break-
fast. It was really interesting to see the 
people thank God and Jesus, because I 
had no idea what to do with that. So, that 
changed my mind, and I wanted to know 
why people did that. Why did people 
worship Jesus, and I began to think “is 
Jesus really true?” 

Then I realized that Jesus is real. Ev-
erything is evident in the world to me. 
Everything says that Jesus is real, and he 
is the one who saved us. Then I wanted to 
be a Christian—officially Christian. So I 
asked my parents in Korea if they would 
mind if I got baptized. They said it was 
fine, so I was baptized in April of 2012. 

WERE YOU EXPECTING YOUR 
PARENTS TO GIVE PERMISSION 
FOR YOUR BAPTISM? 
I expected my parents to be OK with me 
getting baptized, because even though 
they have their own beliefs on religion 

(my mom is a Buddhist and my dad is an 
atheist) they don’t consider Christians as 
bad people. They have such good expecta-
tions for Christian people. They thought 
it would be really good for me to have a 
religion. I don’t think my parents really 
considered me being baptized as me be-
ing Christian. I think it was me having a 
religion. So they were OK.

HOW DID YOU COME TO 
KNOW CHRIST?
My Christian identity was both a quick 
change, but also a long gradual process. 
When Jesus came to me, I was confused 
because I had no idea who he was. I had 
such a strong feeling that he was real, 
but I had to find the truth. I had to find 
the evidence to believe in him. So to find 
the evidence was a long journey for me, 
and it is still going on. But it was a quick 
change in my life to find out that he is the 
One who saved me from the darkness.

I don’t believe that Christianity is just a 
religion. If Christianity is just a religion, 
then I wouldn’t be free from all the rules. 
Christianity isn’t a religion but is the way 
we are created, it is our identity and truth 
that we know what we are supposed to do 
in the world. We are here as an ambas-
sador of Christ. We do what we are called 
to do. Because it is not just a religion, 
we have so much freedom—we have so 
much peace and love in Jesus Christ. 
That’s my definition of Christianity. 

My knee injury was providential, because 
it led me to America and to Dayspring 
and to know Jesus Christ.

HOW WOULD YOU DEFINE 
TRUTH NOW?
To me truth is that Jesus is the savior of 
all of us. Truth is Jesus in us. I can see 
that Jesus loves us no matter what and 
wherever we are. He does not discrimi-
nate because of race or personality or the 
homes that we are from. He just loves us 
no matter what. His love is everlasting. 
It is unending. 

WHAT ROLE DID DAYSPRING HAVE 
IN YOUR FAITH?
Dayspring definitely pulled me over to 
Christ. The school played a great role 
in my life, because the teachers and 
friends—even the classes I took here—
really revealed God’s creation and Jesus to 
me. Even in math class, we could see that 
God reveals mathematics through his cre-
ation. It reveals his truth. No matter what 
class we took, we prayed. And because of 
that, I began to know that God exists in 
everything. His existence is omnipresent. 

At Dayspring, I could pray with my 
friends at any time. That was so power-
ful to me, because I have such freedom 
to pray to God with my peers. That was 
an amazing experience. Whenever I had 
some trouble with my personal life, I 
would go to my friends and ask them to 
pray for me, and they would pray for me 
immediately. That really taught me to do 
the same, when I go back to Korea. 

HOW DO YOU HOPE TO USE 
YOUR FAITH WHEN YOU GO 
BACK TO KOREA?
I would like to talk with believers and 
non-believers in Jesus Christ and what 
He has done for us. I am at the point that 
I can share the truth about Jesus’ love 
with other people. I was able to do that 
with a non-believing friend when I was 
home last year. That was the point that I 
understood that God really works in my 
life—that He is in control of my life, and 
he will use my life for his glory. 

When I injured my knee. It was a disaster, 
I always dreamed of being the best 
taekwondo athlete in my country. But 
that dream was gone as soon as I got my 

injury. Then I lost hope. I didn’t want to 
do anything. At the time, I thought I had 
just lost my life. Now I can look back on 
that experience and know that that was 
God’s chance for me. I believe that God 
gives us so many chances to follow him, 
but it is our decision to follow him or not. 
That injury was one of the opportuni-
ties he gave me to follow him. It was so 
painful at the time, but now I know that 
was one of the most amazing experiences 
I had with God. 

My knee injury was providential, because 
it led me to America and to Dayspring 
and to know Jesus Christ. If that didn’t 
happen, I wouldn’t have been exposed to 
the circumstances that God had planned 
for me. So, even though the injury was 
a very disastrous event in my life, it also 
was the most amazing thing that ever 
happened to me. 
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This coming fall, I will celebrate 30 
years of pastoral ministry. When 
I began, I never dreamed that one 

of the main things I would find myself 
doing is clarifying what the gospel was 
to so many faithful church attenders or 
convincing my fellow clergy of the need to 
use and declare God’s Word with authority 
and without apology. 

Sadly, those two issues have been the theme 
over these three decades; and I believe they 
feed off of each other. Because of the lack of 
passionate, clear, dogged exposition of the 
Scriptures coming forth week after week 
from our nation’s pulpits, our congregations 
have become ill-informed, self-absorbed, 
give-me-another-self-help-message cultural 
Christians. I dare say that, if our country 
were to face the same type of persecution 
and call to arms that many nations have in 
recent years, I fear most evangelical church 
attenders would fold and bail without a 
fight. Where is the blame? 

It’s very simple. It is on those who have 
been charged with caring for the souls of 
men and women, our pastors and preach-
ers. History will bear witness for me on 
this fact: as go the pulpits in a nation, so 
goes the moral strength of a nation. Even 
though most nations experience threats 
from “without,” ultimately it is the decline 
of what is “within” a civilization that is 
the telling story. In our nation’s history, 
the preachers of God’s Word have been 
seen as the “guardians of the truth.” In the 
past 25 years or so, we have abdicated that 
role or, worse, have been co-conspirators 
in allowing the truth of God’s Word to 
be substituted for stories, ideas, theories, 
and suggestions from the latest Christian 
celebrity. Pastors have relied on internet-
generated sermons, warmed over and 
delivered on a Sunday.

SO WHAT IS THE ANSWER? 
How do we motivate pastors to re-engage 
and take their task more seriously? How 

do we get them to view the pulpit they 
stand behind as a “sacred table” with 
eternal significance? I believe that we 
must convince them again of the power-
ful and compelling reasons why we can 
trust the Bible and why, in the end, the 
truth of God’s Word is what people need 
more than anything! The Apostle Paul 
recognized that and had to bolster up his 
fading and discouraged son in the faith, 
Timothy. Timothy had been sent by Paul 
to re-ignite the church in Ephesus, and 
he ran into a less-than-cooperative bunch 
of believers. It was starting to wear down 
the middle-aged Timothy. By the tone of 
the text of 2 Timothy, Paul’s final letter 
in his career and the most intimate of the 
epistles, Timothy had to be reminded to 
keep at the task of preaching God’s Word 
no matter what.  That is why in 2 Timothy 
4 he declares with a stern voice, “Timothy, 
PREACH THE WORD, in season and out 
of season!” 

You can hear Paul’s concern as if he were 
saying, “Timothy, why are you falling prey 
to pragmatism and giving up on the one 
thing we know changes lives: God’s truth. 
Deliver the goods both in season, when 
the people want to hear and are receptive 
to it, and out of season, when they are 
fighting against the Word.” But it is not 
just Paul’s insistence to stay on task that is 
important to note. Starting in the previous 
chapter Paul, like a defense lawyer, lays 
out a compelling case of why Timothy 
needs to protect the truth, use the truth, 
and keep preaching the truth, even if the 
people in the church of Ephesus resist it! 
Specifically, Paul gives us five reasons why 
Timothy should trust the Bible and thus 
PREACH IT without apology and with 
great authority. Here are the reasons:

1. BECAUSE OF THE ONGOING 
THREATS (v. 3:1-9)
Paul tells Timothy that “in the last days 
difficult times will come.” The word 
“times” is best translated epochs, eras, or 
seasons. This was not just referring to one 
period of time but to multiple times when 
false teachers and heresies will attempt to 
corrupt, confuse, and contort the truth. 
Paul then lists the outcomes or products 
of such threats to Christianity. Things like 
disobedient kids, brutality, ungodly behav-
ior, and the like. Because of these ongoing 

and seemingly never-ceasing threats to the 
truth, we are able to know and understand 
better and wield the sword of God’s Word 
to fight off these dangerous seasons. Just a 
quick trace of church history will help us 
see how there have been endless threats to 
believers and to the truth of God’s Word. 
Starting with the first century and continu-

ing to the present day, here is what we have 
had to deal with:
•	 Gnosticism
•	 Sacramentalism
•	 Rationalism
•	 Intellectualism	
•	 Ritualism	(Orthodoxy)
•	 Liberation	Theology	
•	 Ecumenicalism
•	 Subjectivism	
•	 Mysticism	
•	 Pragmatism	
•	 Syncretism	
•	 Paganism	
•	 Relativism	
Sadly, these threats come in, overtake weak 
and ill-prepared believers, cause havoc in 
unequipped churches, and always leave 
residual damage even if they go away. So 
how do we combat these ongoing threats? 
We do so by pastors faithfully preaching 
the word of truth, growing up well-trained 
theological minds, and calling on their 
people to grow in biblical discernment. 
The threats will never stop, but guardians 
of the truth can stem the tide of damage by 
deepening their flock’s doctrinal resources.

2. BECAUSE OF THE INSPIRING 
TESTIMONIES (v. 3:10-14)
Paul then uses himself and other saints of 
God as an example of those who have held 
fast to the truth of God’s Word and thus 

are standing firm in the faith. Timothy 
“knew from whom he had learned” the 
truth, and Timothy was fortunate to have 
both a mother and a grandmother who 
had taught him since childhood the value 
and importance of God’s truth. With those 
inspiring testimonies of the power of the 
truth, why would you not want to build 

upon a fantastic foundation? Here is where 
the modern pastor and especially the 
young men entering the pulpit make their 
deadliest mistake: they lack appreciation 
for those who have gone before us and 
for the testimonies they have through 
faithfully preaching and teaching God’s 
Word. They may call them “old fashioned,” 
“archaic,” or even a “ministry dinosaur” 
whose time has passed! Their disrespect, 
dishonoring, and lack of full appreciation 
of these saints’ faithful handling of the 
Word opens the door for arrogance and 
pride as they try to plow “new” ground. 
I am always looking for new and creative 
ways to teach, communicate, or embark on 
some new context in which to present the 
truth; but God help me, if I ever exchange 
the content of the message in order to be 
called “relevant.” The Bible does not need 
us to make it relevant. The Word of God 
is timeless truth and is always relevant. 
Charles Spurgeon said, “The Bible is like 
a caged lion. Turn it loose, and it will 
defend itself.” The fact is that many pastors 
have caged the Scriptures, believing the 
modern-day prophets who say that the old 
guys are washed up and it’s now a new day. 
The problem is that we are ignoring the 
inspiring testimonies of those who went 
before us and built powerful ministries by 
proclaiming the truth without apologies.

3. BECAUSE OF THE LIFE-CHANGING 
TRANSFORMATION (v. 3:15-17)
Paul then tries to convince his beloved 
friend that the truth is the only way 
that genuine transformation occurs. He 
declares that this truth is “God-breathed” 
and inspired. When you preach the Bible, 
people are literally hearing words that God 

BY DR. JAMIE MITCHELL
Pastor, Harvest Bible Chapel Lancaster

RESTORING the

GUARDIANS 
of the TRUTH

Charles Spurgeon said,  
“ The Bible is like a caged 

lion. Turn it loose, and it 
will defend itself.” 
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Recommended Reading

THE BIBLE
Dayspring Christian Academy Head-
master Dr. Mike Myers recommends 
the New American Standard Bible. 
Other versions that may be of interest 
include the Geneva Bible, which was 
the Bible used by the Pilgrims, and the 
Founders Bible that includes specific 
verses that inspired our founders’ 
understanding of God-given rights, 
the foundation of freedom and justice, 
and the undergirding of our legal 
system and founding documents. 

ON BEING A PASTOR
BY DEREK J. PRIME AND 

ALISTAIR BEGG

Not sure what the Bible says about 
spiritual leaders? On Being a Pastor is 
an essential tool to help pastors fulfill 
their calling—and is a great selec-
tion to understand what you should 
expect from your pastor. A pastor’s 
responsibilities are unique, demand-
ing that he nurture his own spiritual 
life as well as that of the people in 
his care. Topics range from prayer to 
ministry duties.

THE GREAT EVANGELICAL 
RECESSION
BY JOHN S. DICKERSON

The Great Evangelical Recession: 6 
Factors that Will Crash the Ameri-
can Church . . . and How to Prepare 
examines how Christians can help to 
avoid the devastating collapse of the 
church in America. Are we on the 
verge of revival or a great spiritual 
recession? Church membership is 
declining. Young people are leaving 
the church in droves once out of their 
parents’ direct influence. Financial 
support of churches is down, and 
political dissension is dividing us. 
What’s more, the culture in America 
is quickly turning toward hostility 
toward Christians. This book is not 
just eye-opening, but it offers direc-
tion and hope. 

Almighty gave to us. What a treasure! Why 
then do so many “bury the treasure?” Paul 
tells Timothy that this truth can make 
us “fully equipped” and is “adequate” for 
every good work that God has for us, the 
men and women of God, to perform. This 
is where the rubber meets the road for 
the preacher. Either he fully believes that 
getting God’s Word into the minds and 
hearts of God’s people can fully transform 
them into the image of Jesus Christ or he 
does not, which would mean he must find 
something else to supplement it. If Paul is 
right in Romans 12 and real transforma-
tion takes place through “the renewing of 
the mind,” we must ask, “What is it that re-
news the mind? Our ideas? Our thoughts? 
Our funny stories or pithy axioms? Or 
could it be the life-giving, Spirit-applied, 
cut-to-the-marrow, powerful Word of 
truth?” If you do believe this, why not go 
all in and fully trust the truth and allow 
God to do His work through His Word?

4. BECAUSE OF THE IMPENDING 
TEST (v. 4:1-2)
The fourth reason is an ominous one. Paul 
says that there will be a day when preach-
ers and believers will stand before Jesus, 
the righteous Judge, and give account for 
how they handled the truth and what they 
did with His Word. A future test is coming. 
And because of this impending test, we 
better take a hard look at how we are ful-
filling our ministries of the Word. Are we 
sloppy, half-baked, and ill-prepared each 
Sunday? Are we using others’ material be-
cause we are too lazy to do the hard work 
of digging into the vast riches of the Word 
and mining out the gems that our flock so 
desperately needs for their souls? Are we 
satisfied with handing off some unapplied 
truths, thus having a “form of godliness” 
but not really having experienced its power 
in our own life? I think one of the weak-
nesses of these past 30 years in ministry 
has been the de-emphasis of the Second 
Coming of Christ and the fact that we will 
stand before the Bema Seat of Christ and 
give an account of how we lived our life on 
earth as believers. I recognize that our love 
and obedience should not be motivated 
by guilt and intimidation. However, holy 
reverence and a spiritually healthy fear of 
God is an excellent means to motivate us 

to live according to what God commands. 
Preachers need to remember that we will 
be held to a higher standard for what and 
how we teach on earth.

5. BECAUSE OUR EMOTIONS ARE 
NOT TRUSTWORTHY (v. 4:3-4)
Finally, Paul says the reason why we need 
to preach God’s truth is that our hearts are 
deceitful and we fall prey to all kinds of 
sensualities. We need to have these emotions 
anchored to the Word of God. Paul tells 
Timothy the bad news that the people of 
God will desire to have their “ears tickled.” 
All they will desire is to have their emotions 
satisfied so they feel good after a Sunday 
sermon. They will not desire the truth, 
conviction, or having their sin revealed with 
the spotlight of the truth. As a matter of fact, 
they will elevate, and even pay to listen to, 
preachers who make them “feel good;” yet 
all the time they are starving to death spiritu-
ally from the lack of a hearty helping of the 
truth. This is where preaching with authority 
and without apology is so important. Nine 
times out of ten, the sheep will not want 
what they truly need. Instead, they will settle 
for some ear tickling. 

The truth of God keeps the emotionally-
driven saint honest, calls believers to 
repentance, and challenges growth where 
mediocrity would be accepted. So Paul 
tells Timothy to forget the marketing 
schemes and sermon series on felt-needs 
and instead to open up God’s Word and 
pour truth into these needy souls. 

These are the five reasons why every 
preacher, the guardian of the truth, needs to 
re-evaluate their weekly task of presenting 
God’s Word. As pastors, we are entrusted 
with the minds and hearts of people who 
have been bought with the precious blood 
of Christ. They have been saved with a 
purpose. It is our job to nurture, develop, 
and establish the saints of God so that they 
can fulfill the calling God has on their lives. 
Our calling is multiplied when we faithfully 
hold up the Word of truth and get it into 
the hearts of our congregations. We are the 
protectors of this truth. May God help us 
to execute our calling in a manner worthy 
of the Lord.

Charles & ASSOCIATES
REAL ESTATE, Inc.

Office: 717-299-2100 ext. 3017

Office: 800-783-9164

Fax: 717-299-0988

Direct: 717-314-0500

Email: Jeff@JeffreyFunk.com

Web: www.jeffreyfunk.com

JEFFREY R. FUNK, Broker
Dedicated to providing the finest service 

with over 25 years experience!

241 A Rohrerstown Road, Lancaster, PA 17603



18          AWAKEN   DAYSPRING CHRISTIAN ACADEMY FALL  2014          19

ANNUAL FUND
The annual fund is an essential part of the 
success of Dayspring Christian Acad-
emy. With annual gifts of support of our 
classrooms, teachers, and students we can 
ensure that students receive a biblical, 
classical education.

Any gift can make a life-changing differ-
ence in the education of a child… 
•	 	$20	provides	either	a	uniform	shirt	or	

pants for a student in need of one
•	 	$40	assists	with	transportation	for	

children in our southern end 
•	 	$100	provides	tuition	assistance	to	

those families in need 
•	 	$250	provides	a	Surface	Tablet	for	

classroom instruction
•	 	$1,000	provides	support	for	field	stud-

ies for upper school students 

EXTRAGIVE.ORG
On November 21, 2014, Dayspring will 
participate in the 3rd annual Lancaster 
County Community Foundation’s Extra 
Give.org	campaign.	In	2013,	$3.2	million	
was raised in a 24-hour period for 260 
Lancaster County organizations. Those in-
terested in supporting Dayspring’s mission 
can	make	an	online	gift	of	$25	or	more	

and help us raise awareness and funds . 
Check the Dayspring website in October 
for more information and steps to give on 
November 21. With your support, you can 
help	us	be	a	part	of	the	$225,000	stretch	
gift being provided by Lancaster County 
Community Foundation.  

SCHOLARSHIP FUND
There are many families desiring a 
Dayspring Christian Academy education, 
but finances limit their ability to enroll. 
Dayspring has created a scholarship fund 

to help new and existing families to offset 
tuition costs for those desiring a Christian 
education. The scholarship fund opens 
doors to many families, and a gift in any 
amount would help Dayspring provide 
scholarships for families in need. We can 
work with you to tailor a gift that is right 
for you and provides you joy in giving.

CORPORATE SPONSORSHIPS
•	 Remember	America	Speaker	Series
•	 Patriots	Celebration	Dinner
•	 Thanksgiving	Exposed

Dayspring Christian Academy holds 
premier events in Lancaster County that 
share our mission and educate the com-
munity through. These events support 
the school raise up the next generation of 
leaders for our Constitutional Republic. 
Additionally, more than 8,000 people 
have attended one of our outreach events. 
Many corporate sponsorship opportuni-
ties exist for local businesses to advertise 
and market their company as Dayspring 
reaches a wide audience through these 
events and programs. We would be very 
pleased to talk with you about how we 
can advertise your business and reach a 
captive audience.

HOW CAN YOU PLAY A ROLE IN

RAISING UP THE 
NEXT GENERATION?
THERE ARE ONLY 25 SCHOOLS IN AMERICA DESIGNED TO EDUCATE STUDENTS THROUGH

THE PRINCIPLE APPROACH. IT IS THE METHOD OF EDUCATION USED TO RAISE OUR FOUNDING 

GENERATION AND IS IN PLACE TODAY AT DAYSPRING CHRISTIAN ACADEMY, ONE OF FIVE

MODEL DEMONSTRATION SCHOOLS IN AMERICA.

GIFTS OF CASH Cash gifts are always 
appreciated. These gifts can be made by 
check or credit card. Go to dayspringchris-
tian.com and click on “Donate Now.”

MATCHING GIFTS Some compa-
nies offer to match gifts you make to a 
charitable organization. By completing 

your company’s application and inform-
ing Dayspring Christian Academy of this 
match, you can significantly increase, and 
sometimes double or triple, your gift. 
Inform the Dayspring Christian Academy 
Development Office about your company 
match! Just email jmartin@dayspring-
christian.com for information.

PLANNED GIFTS Please consider 
including Dayspring in your legacy 
plans. Remember that planned gifts can 
be structured to provide benefit for not 
only Dayspring, but also yourself and 
your family. Whether it’s a deferred gift, 
such as a bequest in your will or trust, a 
beneficiary designation on a retirement 
account, charitable trust or life insurance 
policy, or if you are seeking to maximize 
tax efficiency through a current gift of 
appreciated assets, planned giving dem-
onstrates a special commitment to the 
future of Dayspring and our future stu-
dents. These gifts strengthen Dayspring 
Christian Academy’s capacity and lessen 

its dependence on annual giving. Have 
you been looking for a place to give a last-
ing gift? Contact the Development Office 
to learn more about how you can enrich 
the lives of future students at Dayspring.
Contact the Development Office, or the 
Planned Giving Specialists at Ambas-
sador Advisors, to learn more about how 
you can enrich the lives of future students 
at Dayspring.
 
IN-KIND GIFTS Do you have an item 
that might benefit Dayspring Christian 
Academy? Crayons, new office supplies, 
lightly used bookshelves, and more can 
benefit Dayspring Christian Academy. 
These and other in-kind gifts can be effec-
tive ways to support Dayspring students. 
Please check with our Development Office 
to see how an idea you have for a gift can 
be most useful and appropriate.

TYPES OF GIFTS

GIVING CAMPAIGNS OF DAYSPRING

EITC/OSTC
In 2001, The Pennsylvania legislature 
passed legislation, called the Educational 
Improvement Tax Credit (EITC). In 2012, 
they approved the Opportunity Scholar-
ship Tax Credit (OSTC). Opportunities 
exist for businesses to receive tax credits 
through these programs and Dayspring 
is an approved EITC/OSTC approved 
scholarship organization and participating 
school. Contact Dayspring to learn more 
about how your business can support Day-
spring through these programs.

 What will you do to help raise up these children and restore the foundations?

MEMBER BENEFITS
7 Networking
7 Insurance Programs
7 Workforce Training Programs
7 Human Resources Services
7 Legislative Advocacy

JOIN US!

Contact us today for more information.
Manufacturers’ Association of South Central PA

160 Roosevelt Ave., Suite 400    York, PA 17401
Phone: 717-843-3891

Email: office@mascpa.org
www.mascpa.org
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A t one point, she thought she may use 
her gift for singing and acting in a per-

formance career. But if you ask Elena Sneller, 
a 2013 graduate of Dayspring Christian 
Academy, how, then, did she end up serving 
at an orphanage in Jinja, Uganda, she would 
laugh, “God had other plans.”

The truth of God’s love overflowing from 
her heart carried her halfway around the 
world to serve as a short-term mission-
ary before she started college. Elena tells 
of the experience earlier this year that 
changed the course of her life. While once 

she had thought she may be called to 
perform, she now plans to major in com-
munity development at Covenant College 
in Lookout Mountain, GA, and serve as an 
international missionary. She tells of her 
recent time as a missionary that serves as a 
prelude to how she believes she will carry 
the love of Christ in a lifetime role.

WHAT PROMPTED YOU TO SERVE 
AS A MISSIONARY IN AFRICA?
I felt like God was calling me to serve Him, 
so I gave my plans to Him. Uganda came 
up as an opportunity because I didn’t want 

to go somewhere alone, and my friend was 
going there. I knew that God was calling 
me to something different.

WHERE DID YOU SERVE AND 
WITH WHOM?
Amani Baby Cottage in Jinja, Uganda, for 
three months and the Street Child Project 
also in Jinja, Uganda, for about 1 ½ months 
both earlier this year.

WHAT WAS YOUR FIRST IMPRESSION 
WHEN YOU GOT THERE?
At Amani Baby Cottage, I was struck by 
how many kids there were—52 when I got 
there. I was awe struck. It was eye opening. 
These kids don’t have a loving mother and 
father. These kids don’t have a stable family 
situation. I was burdened for them. I saw 
how they could live on so little and be so 
happy. In the villages, these families hardly 
had anything, and they were so joyful all 
the time. 

Most of the kids were abandoned because 
either their family couldn’t or didn’t 
want to take care of them. Maybe they 
were born out of wedlock and their mom 
was ashamed. Or the parents felt that an 
orphanage run by white people could give 
them a better situation than they could 
offer. The perception is that white people 
are better off and have better life style. It is 
a feeling of inferiority. They dropped their 
kids off or abandoned them because they 
thought they were giving them a better life.

HOW OLD WERE THE CHILDREN 
IN THE ORPHANAGE?
They ranged from newborn to 7 years old. 

WHAT WAS YOUR DAY TO DAY 
LIKE AT THE ORPHANAGE?
I worked alongside the Uganda mamas 
(a term of respect for an older woman). We 
helped with meal time, bath time, activities 
with them during the day. I was another set 
of hands and, of course, loving the children. 

We would have one-on-one time for 
preschool children. We would do activities 
that help with certain skills, such as build 
blocks for fine motor skills, read if they 
needed to learn to read, take them for 

The GREATEST OF THESE is

TAKING TRUTH AND LOVE TO AFRICA

a walk if they were learning to walk. We 
would teach them to learn colors, shapes, 
days of the week, tell stories. 

We would also play games or have outings 
with them to get them out of Amani. 
Often we would walk into town or take 
a motorcycle taxi to town. 

WHAT ARE SOME OF THE STORIES 
OF THE CHILDREN THAT TOUCHED 
YOUR HEART THE MOST?
One of the hardest things was when the kids 
would call me mama or when they would 
see some of their friends being adopted, and 
they would ask when it would be their turn 
to be adopted or when they would have a 
family. That was probably the hardest for me 
knowing that they didn’t have a family to 
go to and that I couldn’t take them all home 
with me. The more I learned their stories the 
harder it was. The growth I saw in them . . . I 
just felt like their mom. I taught one little girl 
to write her name, and I saw them grow so 
much, and I knew it was the influence I had 
on them. Not being able to see that out was 
very difficult.

It was a Christian organization so in pre-
school we taught them from the Bible. We 
prayed with them. Some of the older kids 

were able to come to church with us. Talk-
ing with them about Jesus was very much 
part of my time there. 

One of the boys named William was talking 
to (my friend) and me about heaven. He 
would say, “I am just going to die today.” Of 
course, we would say, “No you’re not.” But 
they would just say that they just wanted to 
go see Jesus. When we left, they told us that 
we would see them again that we would see 
them in heaven.

WHAT IS THE STREET CHILD PROJECT?
This organization was for boys who ranged 
from 8 to 16 years old. These boys had 
lived on the streets for a period of time, 
and so this (place) was a transition for 
them. They needed an education, and they 
needed the gospel. It is a home for them, 
but it’s not a permanent place. When they 
are 18, they go to a boarding school or 
support themselves.

WHAT WORK DID YOU DO 
WITH THEM?
We had this idea that we wanted to do 
theater with them, but God had different 
plans. We did art with them. We baked 
cookies with them. We focused on forming 
relationships with them. Some of them 

didn’t speak English. We were there to 
show them the love of Christ and build 
them up and be there for them. 

HOW DO YOU THINK YOU 
IMPACTED THESE BOYS THE MOST?
Encouragement. None of them wanted to 
live in the streets, but they felt like they 
couldn’t live at home anymore or that 
they weren’t wanted anymore. They had 
been betrayed or unloved by the people 
in their lives. Loving them uncondition-
ally and building them up, and faithfully 
encouraging them was my primary job. 
They just really needed us to show them 
who Christ was. A lot of them came from 
Muslim families. Most of them became 
Christians when they came to the Street 
Child Project. So, it was an opportunity 
to show them that there is hope, that they 
are worth something, and to show them 
that they aren’t going to be betrayed by 
everyone else. 

LOVE
Recognizing Truth and 
the Power of Love
WHAT DO YOU THINK THE 
GREATEST TRUTH IS?
To me the greatest truth is that God loves 
us and that He loves us enough to die for 
us. One day we will be with him because 
He loved us. Also, He always wins! 

The greatest truth is that God 
loves us. And He always wins!
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Sixty-five years ago was a pivotal time 
in my father’s life. In fact, my son Will 
Graham recently traveled to San Ber-

nardino, California, to help commemorate, 
on behalf of my father and me, a decisive 
step of faith that occurred at Forest Home 
Conference Center that summer of 1949. 
My father was 30 years old and preach-
ing around the country. Another young 
preacher he knew had been questioning 
whether the Bible was truly and entirely the 
authoritative Word of God.

The issues this preacher raised began to 
trouble my father. Although he never 
doubted the truth of the Gospel, he wres-
tled over whether he could fully believe 
everything the Bible teaches. He even 
started wondering if his questions might 
cause him to give up preaching. He took 

his struggle with him when he traveled 
to California, where he was scheduled 
to speak at Forest Home in August and 
then begin a citywide tent Crusade in Los 
Angeles a few weeks later.

Late one night at Forest Home, discour-
aged and unable to sleep because of the 
burden that filled his mind, he got up and 
went out into the moonlight for a walk. 
In the nearby woods he came upon a tree 
stump, and he opened his Bible and laid 
it on the stump. Then he poured out the 
agony of his heart to God. He knew the 
matter had to be resolved one way or the 
other. Finally, he knelt in the shadows by 
the stump with the Bible open before him 
and prayed, “Father, I am going to accept 
this as Thy Word—by faith! I will believe 
this to be Your inspired Word.” At that 

moment, he later said, he felt the burden 
lift and sensed the freedom and power of 
the Holy Spirit in and around him.

In 1949 at Forest Home in California, a 
confused Billy Graham placed his Bible 
on a stump and cried out to God. 

The same struggle stirs within many 
today. There are voices across our land 
that emphasize parts of the Word of God 
while minimizing Scriptures that make 
them uncomfortable. As I contemplate 
the havoc this creates within the church, I 
am reminded of an old Bible teacher, now 
in Heaven, who once told me that the best 
way to interpret Scripture is with other 
passages of Scripture. The Bible is true 
from cover to cover. 

A MESSAGE of

TRUTH
and

HOPE
from FRANKLIN GRAHAM

“This Book … shall not depart from your 
mouth, but you shall meditate in it day and 
night, that you may observe to do according 
to all that is written in it. For then you will 
make your way prosperous, and then you will 
have good success” ( Joshua 1:8, NKJV).

I am convinced that my father’s commit-
ment by faith to the Word of God was the 
key to what happened next in his ministry. 
At the time, he was a young, relatively 
little-known evangelist. A few weeks later, 
when the Los Angeles tent Crusade got 
underway, God began to pour out bless-
ings in ways no one could have imagined. 
The response to the Gospel exceeded 
anything my father and his small team had 
ever seen, and God used that Crusade to 
open a flood of opportunities to preach the 
glorious Good News of Jesus Christ in cit-
ies all over the nation and the world.

Sometimes I think about that stump my fa-
ther laid his Bible on. Many people feel that 
their lives have become a lot like a stump—
cut down—and there’s nothing they can do. 
But God can renew and use anyone who, in 
faith, holds fast to His Word.

 The Bible says, “There is hope for a tree, if it 
is cut down, that it will sprout again, and that 
its tender shoots will not cease” ( Job 14:7). 

When you give yourself 100 percent to 
following God’s direction, there is no end 
to what He can do through you.

I hope you can arrange an opportunity to 
get away from the distractions of daily life, 
spend some in-depth time in the Bible, 
and pour your heart out to the Lord in 
prayer—whether in repentance for sin, 
recommitment to obey His Word, or seek-
ing renewal and fresh direction for your 
life. Remember also to thank Him for His 
faithfulness and to pray by name for the 
salvation of loved ones and friends who 
need Jesus Christ in their lives.

Forest Home was instrumental in Billy 
Graham’s early ministry. 

My father can no longer take walks or 
kneel in the woods to pray. His eyesight 
has dimmed and his conversations are 
brief. But I can tell you that he kneels in 
spirit to the Lord as he prays for lost souls 

and looks forward to eternal fellowship 
with His Savior in Heaven someday. Be-
cause (he is 96 on November 7, 2014,) his 
thoughts are constantly on Heaven, and 
we have captured these in a video that the 
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association (re-
cently developed): My Hope 2014. It’s a 
powerful evangelistic film that weaves this 
new message from my father on Heaven 
around several real-life stories of how the 
Gospel changes hearts.

There are people you know and people all 
over America who do not yet understand 
that the only way to Heaven is through 
repentance and faith in Jesus Christ. They 
need to hear this message, and we ask for 
your help to make that happen. 

©2014 BGEA. Used with permission. 
All rights reserved.

Franklin Graham brings his message of hope in Je-
sus Christ to the Remember America Speaker Series 
on Friday, April 10, 2015. Visit dayspringchristian.
com or remember-america.com for information. 

When you give yourself 100 
percent to following God’s 
direction, there is no end to 
what He can do through you.

FRANKLIN GRAHAM IS PRESIDENT OF SAMARITAN’S PURSE 

AND PRESENTS THE KEYNOTE ADDRESS AT THE REMEMBER 

AMERICA SPEAKER SERIES ON FRIDAY, APRIL 10, 2015, AT 

THE LANCASTER COUNTY CONVENTION CENTER.
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To purchase tickets, call 717.285.2000 or
visit www.dayspringchristian.com

Franklin Graham
Friday, April 10, 2015

lancaster county convention center
at 6:30 in the evening

Presenting a Message 
of Hope for America

TOOLS for TRUTH
NOAH WEBSTER’S 1828 AMERICAN DICTIONARY 
OF THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE

Noah Webster was born on October 
16, 1758, in Hartford, Connecticut. 

At the age of 16, he went off to Yale, where 
he was twice called to go out as a soldier in 
the American Revolution.

After completing college, he became a 
schoolteacher. Recognizing the impor-
tance of providing an American rather 
than a British education, Noah began writ-
ing distinctly American books that taught 
children Americanized spellings, readings, 
and pronunciations as well as American 
history. Noah was adamant that just as 
America had worked hard to become an 
independent, she also needed a uniform 
language. His profound influence in shap-
ing America’s educational system earned 
him the title “Schoolmaster to America.”

Among his many remarkable achieve-
ments, the one for which he is probably 
most widely known today is his Webster’s 
Dictionary. In 1806, he produced an early 
small dictionary that provided proper 
spellings and meanings of words. But 
he followed that with years of learning 
some 20 different languages so he could 
trace the origins of English words back 
to their original roots in various lan-
guages, and then create a definition for 
the words based on those translations. 
As he explained, “I spent 10 years in 
making a synopsis of 20 languages, viz.,  
the Chaldaic, Syriac, Hebrew, Samaritan, 
Arabic, Ethiopic, and Persian; the Hiberno 
Celtic or native Irish; the Anglo-Saxon, 
German, Dutch, Swedish, Danish; Greek, 
Latin, Italian, Spanish, French, Russian, 
and English, to which may be added the 
Armoric and Welsh.” In 1828, his massive 

dictionary was finally finished, contain-
ing some 70,000 words. Strikingly, his 
strong Biblical faith is evident throughout 
the dictionary, and he frequently used 
Scriptures to help illustrate the meanings 
of words. 

The dictionary was produced during the 
years when the American home, church, 
and school were established upon a Biblical 
and patriotic basis. Webster, descended on 
his mother’s side from Pilgrim Governor 
William Bradford and made important 
contributions to an American educational 
system, which kept the nation on a Chris-
tian Constitutional course for many years. 
The famous Blue-Backed Speller, his Gram-
mars, and Reader, all contained Biblical and 
patriotic themes and Webster spearheaded 
the flood of educational volumes empha-
sizing Christian Constitutional values for 
more than a century.

It is not surprising, therefore, that the 
1828 Dictionary should contain the great-
est number of Biblical definitions given in 
any reference volume. Webster considered 
“education useless without the Bible. In 
my view, the Christian religion is the most 
important and one of the first things in 
which all children, under a free govern-
ment, ought to be instructed… No truth 
is more evident to my mind than that the 
Christian religion must be the basis of any 
government intended to secure the rights 
and privileges of a free people…”

Today when the Biblical basis of educa-
tion is under systematic attack we need to 
capitalize upon the availability of our first 
American Dictionary—the only dictionary 

in the world to “draw water out of the wells 
of salvation”—to use God’s written word as 
a key to the meaning of words. Historically, 
it documents the degree to which the Bible 
was America’s basic text book in all fields. 

WHY DOES A DICTIONARY MATTER?
We are the guardians of the next genera-
tion, and we must seek to restore the spirit 
of godliness in our nation. That restoration 
will begin with our children and their edu-
cation. We need to look to the example of 
Noah Webster, who left a legacy of biblical 
scholarship and individual learning in his 
1828 Dictionary and Blue Back Speller, who 
more than any other American taught his 
fellow countrymen to read. Like Webster, 
let us begin by renewing our minds in a 
way that causes us to view all of life and 
learning through a biblical lens. A mind 
that is intent upon developing a thorough 
and inclusive biblical worldview—having 
a learner’s heart—will be one that is full of 
grace and truth. This mind and heart, then, 
will be for the restoration of the individual 
and the nation.

Portions of this article are reprinted with permis-
sion from WallBuilders and the Foundation for 
American Christian Education. You may purchase 
the 1828 American Dictionary of the English 
Language at www.face.net.
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Thanksgiving 
Exposed
the real pilgrim story

Nov. 21 and 22, 2013, 5:30 - 9 pm
at dayspring christian academy

Drawn from primary sources, Thanksgiving Exposed is a live reenactment of the true history 
of the Pilgrims. Tour groups will be escorted through 7 stations that highlight God’s hand in 
establishing the Plymouth Colony in New England. This is an event for the entire family.

For ticket information call  717.285.2000 or visit www.dayspringchristian.com

Dayspring Christian Academy and 
Remember America® present


